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Statement on Stray Animal Control and Poisoning
Although SSPCA understands and accepts the need to lay rat poison at bin sites to control vermin, we are at the same time aware that, under normal circumstances, dogs would not consume such poison. However, the Society is strongly opposed to the wholesale laying of ‘poisoned bait’ as a means of addressing the stray dog problem in Seychelles.

The Society has had several meetings with the relevant authorities regarding poisoning, presented workshops, training and equipment for the humane control of strays, proposed and presented a comprehensive Document on the Humane Control of Strays to ALL stakeholders, and has yet to gain the necessary co-operation or support needed.  With agreement and commitment, the Document provides for a LONG-TERM, VIABLE, SUSTAINABLE AND HUMANE SOLUTION to the ongoing problem of irresponsible pet ownership and stray or abandoned animals.
The Society receives and circulates letters of complaint by members of the public regarding poisoning to the agencies involved.  Many are from concerned tourists to Seychelles.  They are appalled and disgusted that systematic poisoning of dogs is carried out. Most of them say they will never return to Seychelles, and they will write about their negative experiences on the Internet.
· Most dogs and cats now being poisoned are OWNED ANIMALS.
· ALL animals not contained on the owner’s property are technically STRAYS.
· The current law allows for the control of stray animals through POISONED BAIT.

· It remains the responsibility of the owner to protect their animals and prevent them from becoming STRAYS. We promote and supply RUNNING LINES at low cost, in order to help owners to contain their dogs on their own property.
· Some animals eat enough poison that they may die quickly, but many others take hours, days or weeks to die, often in places where their carcasses may present a threat to public health.

· Signs of poisoning include:  excitation, restlessness, shaking, drooling, muscle tremors, panting, fever, violent seizures, diarrhoea, rapid pulse, respiratory failure, vomiting and death. 

· Treatment includes giving milk, followed by salt to induce vomiting, activated charcoal (available at some local pharmacies) for the absorption of poison, and prompt veterinary treatment. 
· Many dogs are now kept for security and protection. A caged dog is unable to protect your home or family, and will often guard only his ‘territory’ - his CAGE. 
· The best way for a dog to provide protection is for it to be socialized with, and form part of the family, spending quality and quantity time with family members.  

· Dogs left outside or in cages are easily poisoned - on their own properties.
· Dogs provide the best protection when kept inside your house, especially at night.

Seychelles is recognized worldwide as having strong environmental policies. The laying of poisoned bait for dogs is indiscriminate, as it can affect cats, birds and any other wild life which may feed on the carcasses. In addition to impacting on the environment and the public at large, it must also generate a very negative view of Seychelles as an environmentally friendly society. This in turn could easily have a knock-on effect on tourism and eventually harm the economy of the country.
As a Humane Organization, the Society is gathering information and data in the hope of having this inhumane practice stopped. All members of the public are strongly encouraged to notify any cases of poisoning to SSPCA. Each report will add strength to our case to be presented to the authorities.

Please contact us on:  Tel: 611004/710088    Fax: 611004    E-mail: sspca@intelvision.net
